The Liéu Quén School of Buddhist Meditation

aster Liéu Qudn was born
in the village of Bac Ma
in the Phi Yén province

in 1670. He lost his mother at the
age of 6. His father used to bring
him to the HOi Ton temple where
he met the abbot Té Vién. At the
age of ten he was admitted to the
temple as a novice. He studied with
Té Vién for nine vyears. When
Master Té Vién passed away in
1690, he went to the far away
province of Thuin Héa (now Huég)
to study with the master Gidc Phong
at the Thién Tho temple, now called
Bdo Quédc. One year later when he
received news that his father was
sick he asked for the permission to
go back to his village. He worked as
a logger to keep his father. Four
years later, after the death of his
father he went back to study and
practice at Thién Tho temple. He
was ordained as a bhiksu in 1697 at
the age of 27.

study with Master Tu Dung at
the An Téng temple in Thua
Thién. He was given the Céng An:
"all dharmas retun to one, where
will the one return to?" to work with

In 1702 he met and began to

for five years. In 1708 he went back
to his teacher; Master Tu Dung told
him:

Alone let yourself go down to the abyss.
The enly way to be rebomn is to die,

Who could blame you after that?

Liéu Qudn clapped his hands and
laughed. T Dung said: "Not ripe
yet." Liéu Quédn tried once more:
"The hammer is iron itself." Tu
Dung shook his head. Next day, Tu
Dung was passing by his cell and
called out to him: "Our conversa-
tion of yesterday is not finished yet.
Tell me again!" " If | had known that
the lamp is fire itself, then the meal
could have been ready a long time
ago." Tu Dung was delighted by this
reply.

iéu Quén was 38 by this time.
After receiving the
mission, he set up the

Thién Téng meditation center. Liéu
Qudn allowed the Vién Théng
center to be built by his students at
the foot of the Ngu Binh mountain.
Lord Nguyén Phiic Khodt used to
come to this center to practise. In
the vyears 1733-1735 four national
ceremonies of ordination were
organised in the Thua Thién
province over which Master Liéu



Quén presided. The number of his
disciples were as many as 4000. In
1740 he presided over an ordination
at the Long Hoa Center and in 1742
at another one at the Vién Théng
center. Practice centers of the Liéu
Quin  School were set up
everywhere in the country. The Phu
Yén province is one of the strong-
hold of the school, with the Hai
Téng, C6 Lim and Bao Tinh
temples.

n the moming of the 2lst
day of the 11th month
(lunar calendar) 1742, he
asked his attendant to bring him a
pen and a piece of paper. He wrote
this gatha:
Dwring the seventy or more years I have
been in this world,
Form and Emptiness have always been the
FLITIE.
Today all vows fudfilied, I am going back to
my home.
Do not tire yowselves out asking guestions
conceming schools and patriarchs.

After finishing the gatha, the Mastwr
sat quietly taking tea. Monks living
at the center came to see him. Some
of the monks cried. Liéu Qudn said:
"Please do not cry! Even Buddhas
have to enter Nirvina. My coming
and going is clear. There is nothing
to be sorrowful about." The monks
stopped crying. He asked: " Has the
mui hour (1-3pm) come?" People
said: "yes." Liéu Qudn said: "After I

am gone please remind yourself of
the fact of impermanence and
practice diligently to attain wisdom.
Do not forget my words!" And he
passed away in the lotus position.

he following is the gatha he
wrote for the sake of the

future generations of the
Liéu Quén school:
The great way of Reality
Is the pure ocean of the true nature.
The source of Mind has penetrated every-
uwhere .
From the roots of Virtue springs the tradi-
tion of compassion,
Vinaya, samadhi and prajna,
The nature and function of all three is one.
The fiwit of transcendant wisdom
can be realised by being wonderfulfy
together.
Maintain and transmit the wonderful prin-
ciple,
In order to make known the true teaching!
For the realisation of True Emptiness to be
possible,
Wisdom and Action will have to go
together.

That t& dai dao

Tanh hai thanh tning
Tém nguyén gquang nhuin
Diic bon tu phong

Gidi dinh phudc hué
Thé dung vién théng
Vinh siéu tri qua

Mit khé thanh cong
Truyen tri diéu Iy

Dién xudng chdanh téng
Hanh giai tudng ung
Dat ngo chén khong.



That (reality) té (domain) dar (great) dao (way)

Tdnh (Nature) hai (ocean) thanh (clear) trirng (calm)

Tém (mind) nguyén (source) quang (broad) nhudn (penetration)

Duic (virtue) bén (roots) tu' (loving-kindness) phong (tradition)

Giol (precepts) dinh (concentration) pﬁHaE‘ (merits) Aué (wisdom)

Thé (body, self-nature) dung (function) vién (complete) théng (commu-
nication)

Vinh (eternity) siéu (transcending) tri (wisdom) gua (fruit)

Mat (mystically) khé (corresponding) thanh (realisation) céng (works)

Truyén (transmission) tri (maintaining, practicsing) diéu (wonderful) J
(truth)

Dién (expounding) xuiong (speaking) chdnh (true, legitimate) féng (school)
Hinh (action) gidl (understanding) tuong (together) ung (corresponding)

Pat (attaining) ngd (awakening) chin (true) khdéng (emptiness)

with the word That, the first word of the above gatha. All of his

disciples, belonging to the second generation of the Liéu Qudn school
of meditation, have 7¢ as their lineage name. The lineage name of Thay Nhat
Hanh is Trung Quang, thus Thay belongs to the eighth generation of the Liéu
Quén School. If you are a student of Thiy Nhidt Hanh, your lineage name will
begin with the world 7dm (Mind or Heart) and you belong to the 9th
generation of the Liéu Quén School and the 43th generation of the Lin Chi. If
you are an ordained member of the Tiép Hién order, you belong to the 2nd
generation of the Tiép Hién order. When you have disciples, their lineage
name will begin with the word Nguyén (Source). If you are a westerner and
do not use Hdn characters, vou could translate the words into your own
language, and give dharma names to your students in that language.

Thr: lineage name of Master Liéu Qudn is Thdr Diéu. This name begins



